
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                January 21, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 263 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, sometimes I am “wasted” by my life, its content, 
and especially its routines.  I usually look upon this experience 
as indicating a weakness on my part, and work to dismiss it or 
be distracted from it.  Rarely does it dawn on me that my 
feeling wasted is the result of your influence in my life, and 
that its presence in my awareness is a good thing, something 
to be attended to and explored.  Instead, the insight receives 
much criticism and opposition from within me.  Why am I so 
fearful of feeling wasted, especially when wasted is an 
accurate portrayal of my experience?  I am in need of your 
acceptance of me as wasted, so that I might be informed as to 
what there is about my life that wastes me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 1:14-20 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 339 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 342 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at Olwen’s 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for January 28, 2018  
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the home of 
Olwen Peterson, at 1:30pm.  Pam Novelly is the leader.  The 
lesson is #4.  Olwen Peterson is the hostess. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation will 
take place on Sunday, January 28, 2018, in the sanctuary, as soon 
as feasible following worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Rizky Thomas. 
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Ordinary Time – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
“Wilderness’ is a place of significance on the Christian religious 
journey.  John the baptizer appears in the wilderness, Jesus is driven 
into the wilderness where he is tempted, and I am going to suggest 
that our own religious journey begins in the wilderness and then is 
shaped by our continuous interaction with the wilderness. 
 
“Wilderness” is the English translation of a Greek word meaning 
“lonesome,” implying “waste.”  We will internalize the word and use 
it as a metaphor so that it is describing an interior “space” which 
feels “lonesome,” and is experienced as “waste,” as in feeling 
“wasted” when we are in it.   Wilderness is what we encounter when 
we fall out of the thought-world in which we were raised, when we 
have thoughts and feelings that do not concur with the thought-
world we inherited and consider normal and familiar.  Wilderness is 
what we find ourselves in as a result of loss or significant change, 
whether these are precipitated by something being removed from 
our life, or something being added to our life. 
 
Not only does our religious journey begin with this experience of 
having our familiar thought-world being disrupted, something that 
is highlighted on the First Sunday of Advent, but also, we visit this 
experience repeatedly as we find thoughts and feelings intruding 
into our awareness as God persists in introducing us to components 
of our life which reside in our shadow. 
 
When we first find ourselves in the wilderness, we are guided by the 
mind we see in John the baptizer, where we judge the experience, 
interpret it as missing the mark, and work to restore what has been 
lost so we can again live in the thought-world that is familiar.  
Eventually we are guided in the wilderness by the mind we see in 
Jesus, where we understand our being in the wilderness as the 
result of the influence of God, and its content as being good news 
in that the thoughts and feelings we are having are demonstrating 
God’s continuing work to bring us the fullness of our life.  Over time 
we become familiar with the wilderness, and learn to trust God’s 
leading us through it. 

 [Jim Robie, 1-18-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany [Mark 1:14-20] 
 In Mark 1:4 it is written: “John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins” [NRSV]. If we want to bring John the baptizer 
into the 21st century, I suggest we view him as a “frame of mind,” 
a way of approaching life. This frame of mind is elaborated in Mark 
1:4. It is a frame of mind that forms around an experience that is 
named as “wilderness,” an English translation of a Greek word 
meaning “lonesome.” I suggest that wilderness/lonesome is the 
experience that comes to us when we are no longer able to inhabit 
the familiar world of thoughts, feelings and assumptions in which 
we grew up. We fall out of this familiar thought-world as a 
consequence of having thoughts and/or feelings register in our 
awareness which are not usual and customary for us. The 
experience that accompanies this awareness is something like 
alienation or isolation; hence, lonesome. In this frame of mind that 
we are labeling John the baptizer, the response to this internal 
lonesome is a moralistic urging or insistence to “repent.” The Greek 
word translated here as “repentance” is a word meaning 
“compunction (for guilt, including reformation).” Compunction 
involves “a feeling of guilt that follows the doing of something 
bad,” plus an effort to correct the situation. To elaborate, in 
response to having feelings and thoughts which we believe do not 
belong in us, there arises a judgment against us for having these 
feelings and thoughts, coupled with a need to correct the situation 
by getting rid of what we feel or think that we believe is 
inappropriate. We would feel an urging to be 
immersed/submerged in [the reference is to baptism] the 
“compunction” we feel, which motivates us to reform [return to 
the thoughts and feelings we think we should have], in order to 
receive “freedom or pardon” [“freedom or pardon” is the meaning 
of the Greek word translated into English as forgiveness] for having 
“missed the mark” [“missed the mark” is the meaning of the Greek 
word translated into English as sin] by having feelings or thoughts 
that we think are not appropriate. This frame of mind that we are 
labeling as John, is a very common experience—we think and feel 
things which make us ill-at-ease or guilty, and we are drawn to 

immerse ourselves in the guilt as a way to reform our thoughts and 
feelings and return to the familiar way of thinking and feeling. Most 
of us live in this frame of mind most of our lives—we feel guilt for 
any thought or feeling that deviates from what is normal for us, and 
the guilt motivates us to reform and return to what is familiar and 
routine. 
 The frame of mind that is John keeps us constantly seeking to 
achieve and maintain the image of life that we inherited as children. 
The frame of mind that is John does not in any way correct the 
image we inherited, nor modify it to make it more suitable to the 
life we now have in adulthood or that our life as adults requires. This 
insight is expressed in the text by the phrase “...John was arrested.” 
The word “arrested” means “to stop or check (progress or a 
process).”  
 When we realize that the frame of mind that is John is not 
adequate to help us engage the life we have as adults, another 
frame of mind is offered to us. It is demonstrated in the life of Jesus. 
If we want to bring Jesus into the 21st century, I suggest we also 
think of him in terms of a frame of mind, one that is prepared for by 
what John represents, and develops the mind that is John into 
something beyond what John represents. The frame of mind we see 
in Jesus comes from the same experience of “lonesome” as the 
mind that is John, but it responds to it differently. This mind 
interprets the intrusion of problematic thoughts and feelings as “the 
good news of God,” and sees their appearance as “the time is 
fulfilled.” The Greek in the phrase “the time is fulfilled” carries the 
connotation that the timing of the appearance of these intrusive 
thoughts and feelings is the proper time, in that something inside is 
bursting or over-flowing and needs to be expressed. Further, the 
appearance of these thoughts and feelings is a sign that “the 
kingdom of God has come near.” “Kingdom” is defined as “the place 
where one has influence,” the implication is that these thoughts and 
feelings are present in our awareness due to the influence of God 
operating within us and around us. This frame of mind then moves 
us to “repent,” but not with the meaning that John has for 
repentance, i.e. to feel compunction and reform, but with the 
meaning of “to think differently or afterwards, reconsider,” which is 



the root of the word associated with John. In other words, we are 
encouraged to reconsider feeling guilty because we have the 
feelings and thoughts we do, and to think differently about 
reforming them, and instead to “believe” [or “to have faith in,” or 
“give credence to”] the understanding that these thoughts and 
feelings are “good news.” If we approach these intrusive thoughts 
and feelings as “good news,” we will find ourselves opening to 
receiving what they can teach us about ourselves, and in that case 
their appearance in us will move us toward the experience of the 
fullness of our life which God is working to bring us. 
 As this frame of mind begins to operate in us we will find that 
we are less and less able to remain in the thought-world of those 
who raised us. The thought-world of those who raised us is 
moralistic and evaluative, and the thought-world we see in Jesus is 
appreciative and welcoming. In the text it says the people left 
“immediately,” a word that in Greek can mean “at once,” or 
“soon.” I think we fall out of the thought-world in which we were 
raised “at once,” but actually leave it “soon,” as in eventually. 
 If we draw a distinction between what and who we are as 
human beings and the way we present to others, i.e. our 
“persona,” I think this shift in frames of mind results in our being 
drawn towards the human being we are beneath our persona, and 
as a result we find we are also drawn toward the human being that 
is behind other people’s persona. We fish for the human being we 
all are, for the deepest humanity that lies beneath each of our 
personas. 

 [Jim Robie, 1-18-18, O.T. 3rd after Epiphany, Cycle B, Mark 1:14-20] 


